
ELK RIVER AND ZIMMERMAN HIGH SCHOOL BANDS 

CARIBBEAN BAND TOUR 2026 

What is the purpose of this trip? Zimmerman High School and Elk River High School are partnering to 
offer an extraordinary musical opportunity—a collaborative band tour to the Caribbean, providing 
students with a once-in-a-lifetime experience. By combining programs, we are able to create a musically 
enriching environment while significantly lowering the cost per student compared to traveling 
individually. 

When is the tour scheduled? The trip is planned for March 28 through April 5, 2026 (9 days/8 
nights). A manageable payment schedule will be provided to help families plan accordingly. 

Who is eligible to participate? All students currently enrolled in grades 9–12 at Zimmerman or Elk 
River High Schools during the 2025–26 academic year and participating in their respective band 
programs are eligible to join the tour. 

Is this a performance-based trip? Yes. A central objective of this tour is to provide performance 
opportunities to our students. The combined ensemble will represent our district in unique musical 
settings, including performances in the French Quarter, a clinic at Luther College, and an appearance at 
the Gateway Arch in St. Louis. 

Who is organizing the tour? Band directors Mr. Kaiser (ZMHS) and Mr. Rosner (ERHS) will lead and 
coordinate the tour. They will collaborate to make unified decisions for the benefit of all participating 
students, regardless of school affiliation. 

What is the cost and how will payments work? The current estimated cost is $2,550 per student, 
based on quad occupancy and current travel rates. A non-refundable $115 deposit (payable to Elk River 
Band Boosters) is due by July 11, 2025 to secure a spot. After this, families will receive instructions on 
setting up an individual online account with the travel agency, including an additional $200 deposit. 

A quarterly payment schedule will follow, spanning five months to ease the financial commitment. 
Fundraising will be minimal and handled independently by each school to address their students' needs. 
Families should plan to fund the trip directly and consider fundraising as supplemental. 

Will chaperones be needed? Yes, though chaperone selection will occur after student enrollment is 
finalized. We will maintain a 1:10 chaperone-to-student ratio, with chaperones chosen through an 
application process. Interested individuals may indicate their interest on the initial sign-up form. All 
selected chaperones must participate in planning activities and be fully involved during the tour. The cost 
for chaperones will match the student rate. 

What is the minimum participation requirement? To proceed, we must have at least 50 students 
confirmed by July 22, 2025. Fewer than this may result in cancellation of the tour. The final price will be 
confirmed by December 2025, though significant changes are not anticipated. Larger group size may 
reduce the overall cost per student. 

Are there additional expenses? Students will be responsible for personal costs such as souvenirs, 
optional meals (particularly while on the islands), and other discretionary spending. A comprehensive list 
of these potential expenses will be provided in advance for clarity and transparency. 



……………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

We are thrilled to offer this exceptional opportunity to the band students of ERHS and ZHS. It 
serves as a celebration of your years of dedication to music and provides an affordable way to 
experience a memorable journey to the Caribbean—shared with the very friends and peers 
who’ve been part of your musical journey. 

 

John Rosner, ERHS Director of Bands   ​ ​ john.rosner@isd728.org 

David Kaiser, ZHS Director of Bands ​ ​ david.kaiser@isd728.org 

 

July 11th, 2025 

Initial $115 deposit to secure your position on the trip is due by all students. 

 Make checks payable to ELK RIVER BAND BOOSTERS or pay $115 with Paypal (+$2). 

Google Form must be completed and signature form returned to your director July 11th. 

 

                           Registration Form                                    

 

Registration Form                                     Paypal $117 Deposit 

 

mailto:john.rosner@isd728.org
mailto:david.kaiser@isd728.org


Payment Schedule: 
Once the initial deposit has been made instructions will be sent to create 

your online account and all additional payments will be made online. 

 

$115 Payment to the Elk River Band Boosters by July 11th, 2025 (Check or use paypal QR Code) 

Payments to Music Festivals & Tours: 
●​ Initial deposit of $200 pp will be due by July 22, 2025 
●​ 2nd payment of $375 pp will be due by August 22, 2025 
●​ 3rd payment of $375 pp will be due by September 19, 2025 
●​ 4th payment of $375 pp will be due by October 24, 2025 
●​ 5th payment of $375 pp will be due by November 21, 2025 
●​ 6th payment of $375 will be due by January 9, 2026 
●​ Final payment of balance will be due by February 4, 2026 

 
Note: The listed trip prices are subject to change once the flights are confirmed and booked. 

Individual Or Group Cancellation 

●​ Cancellation prior to September 19, 2025 .  Full refund 
●​ Cancellation September 20, 2025 to October 24, 2025.  A $200 cancellation fee  
●​ Cancellation October 25, 2025 to November 21, 2025. A $500 per person cancellation fee 
●​ Cancellation November 22, 2025 to December 18, 2025. A $750 per person cancellation fee. 
●​ Cancellation December 19, 2025 to January 9, 2026. A $1,000 cancellation fee. 
●​ Cancellation January 10, 2026 to date of departure.  No refund 

 

Clarification Of Cancellation/Refund Policy 

MUSIC FESTIVALS & TOURS acts as an agent for Royal Caribbean Cruise Line.  In the event of a situation 
where Royal Caribbean Cruise Line cannot honor the reservations we have booked with them, there would 
be a full refund and MUSIC FESTIVALS & TOURS would be responsible to provide replacement reservations 
at a suitable and similar provider. We strongly suggest that it is a good idea for all travelers to purchase 
travel protection insurance. Further information will be provided. 

 

Trip insurance information: 

   As we all know travel can be a risky endeavor, many things can happen while traveling that are simply out 
of our control.  This is the exact reason why we purchase car insurance or home insurance so we can 
protect our individual investments! 
 
Travel insurance is available through Music Festivals and Tours at a rate of 4.5% for standard and 7.6% for 
the enhanced tour package cost. To sign up for it, select the option when you are making your payments to 
Music Festivals and Tours. 
 



RETURN THIS SHEET WITH A $115 DEPOSIT CHECK 

(or Pay on Paypal add $3) 

Made out to ELK RIVER BAND BOOSTERS by July 11, 2025 

There is also an online google form that must be completed, the link has been emailed to all band families.   

After the initial deposit $115 has been collected, instructions will be sent to create an online account and 
make the deposit for $200 direct to the travel agency by July 22nd, 2025 

 

 

 

By returning this form I understand that I am committing a $115 deposit to secure my place on the 
trip.  I will participate fully in all the scheduled rehearsals and activities, be on time with my 
payments, abide fully with all policies of the MSHSL and ISD #728, and work collectively with 
students from both high schools to make this a trip of a lifetime. I understand the refund schedule 
and that trip insurance is available. 

 

Student name (printed):   ___________________________________________________________ 

School (circle one):   ZHS        ERHS                 

instrument:  _________________________   Current grade:____________________________ 

Student signature:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

As a parent I understand the financial commitment I am agreeing to, as well as the refund and expectations 
policies. I know that if my son/daughter commits infractions that endanger the well being and safety of our 
tour that I will be liable for the cost of them and an adult traveling home safely. 

Parents name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________________  date: _________________ 

 

I am also interested in being a Chaperone on this trip.   Initials _______________ 

Parent Name____________________________________________________________________________ 


